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RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Administration Committee adopts the new conditions for  
seating in hackney carriages and private hire vehicles, as detailed in paragraph 6 of 
this report. 
 

Summary 
 
This report sets out the rewritten conditions for the Private Hire and Hackney Carriage 
handbook relating to the seating width requirements. 

Statutory Powers 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 

Introduction 

1. This report sets out the proposed new conditions for the seating width in 
hackney carriages and private hire vehicles. 

Background 

2. At the Administration Committee meeting held on 24 January 2006 the 
Committee adopted the Private Hire & Hackney Carriage handbook. 

3. Currently the handbook outlines the requirements for “seating capacity in 
vehicles” as follows: 

14.1 Rear seat (width) 

The width of the rear seat is measured in a straight line from door panel to 
door panel on the front of the seat. This measurement must allow a space of 
at least 400mm per person. 

14.2 Seats (depth) 

The depth of the rear seat is measured in a straight line from the backrest to 
the front edge of the seat. This measurement must not be less than 457mm. 
 
14.3 Knee space 



Eastleigh Borough Council 

The measurement between the rear of the front seats and the backrest of the 
rear seat must not be less than 762mm when the front seat is at its centre 
point (that is, midway on its runners). 

4. The trade has approached the Council about the problem of comfort in the 
rear seating of certain vehicles due to the seat width. The seat width of 
400mm per seat x 3 giving a total of a width of not less that 1200 mm.  

5. Most modern cars now come with 2 rear seat which are shaped and a smaller 
middle seat which when measured does not reach the required 400mm. 

6 The Licensing Department, Depot staff and Trade representatives have held 
several meetings about this matter and agreement has been reached that the 
measurement for the rear seat should read “ The width of the seat is 
measured in a straight line across the centre of the seat from edge to 
edge of the seat and shall not be less that 1200mm. In the case of a 2 
seater seat, the measurement shall not be less than 800mm”. 

           Equality & Diversity 

7         An equal opportunities assessment has not been carried out as the report 
contains no proposed significant changes to new or existing services, policies 
or strategies. 

Financial Implications 

8. There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

Risk Management 

9 There are no risk implications arising from this report. The amended 
conditions would if approved improve and standardise the seating in the 
Councils licensed vehicles. 

Conclusion 

10. The Administration Committee is recommended to adopt the amended 
condition to the seating requirements for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
vehicles. 
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